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We are at the Fifth Sunday of Easter! That means we can continue to say: “Alleluia, Christ is 

risen!” “He is risen indeed, alleluia!”  

Today’s gospel doesn’t sound quite so jubilant at first glance, because it takes us back to a time 

when Jesus told his disciples the he would be going away. “Do not let your hearts be troubled” 

means that things are happening, they are in motion, something is about to take place; and 

whatever happening is pretty much beyond our control. 

This section of John’s gospel is known as the Farewell Discourse, where Jesus is preparing his 

disciples for the time that he will no longer be with them.  This is hard for them. In spite of all 

the times in Scripture when we decide that the disciples don’t “get it,” I strongly suspect this time 

they know where things are leading; and their fear keeps them from acknowledging and 

accepting it.  

Talking about death is not something we care to do; and even knowing how the story turns out 

for Jesus (and, by extension, for us) we still prefer to avoid such conversations. Yet we know, 

with each passing year, that we too are closer to “going away,” and many we’ve loved are no 

longer walking this earth with us. On this day when we are giving thanks for and honoring 

mothers, we recall them with a gratitude that is also tinged with sadness. There are mothers, 

grandmothers, aunts, mothers-in-law, and best friends’ moms who are no longer with us. So 

today, we need to hear Jesus’ words, “Do not let your hearts be troubled” in this context. 

Particularly as we continue the journey through the season of Easter, the Good News reminds us 

that death does not have the last word over us. In the funeral liturgy (where we often hear today’s 

gospel read) we are also comforted by the promise from the Epistle to the Romans: “If we are 

united with him in a death like his, so shall we be united with him in a resurrection like his.” 
[Romans 6:5] 

As Jesus became fully human for us, he lived and died as we do. But the promise of the Good 

News is that his being raised from death is our promise as well. What that new life is like is still 

a mystery, prompting us to ask questions, as the disciples did.  “Lord, we do not know where you 

are going; how can we know the way?”  To which Jesus responds with the best kind of "trust 

me” promise: “I am the way, the truth, and the life…. If you know me, you will know the Father 

also.” 

He also says some mysterious words that are often used to pigeonhole people: “No one comes to 

the Father except through me.” Now those aren’t the only words from John’s gospel that are used 

to separate the sheep from the goats.  Consider that John 3:16 has been used divisively; 

particularly when we omit the promise of grace in the verse that follows.  So we read: “For God 

so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in him may not 

perish but may have eternal life.” and “Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to 

condemn the world, but in order that the world might be saved through him.” [v. 17] 

In today’s gospel Jesus reminds his friends: “Have I been with you all this time…and you still do 

not know me? Whoever has seen me has seen the Father. …Do you not believe that I am in the 

Father and the Father is in me?” These are not just words to answer Philip’s “Then show us the 

Father...” but they are the assurance that we have also seen the Father.  
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Today’s reading from 1 Peter reminds us that we “are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy 

nation, God’s own people, in order that you may proclaim the mighty acts of him who called you 

out of darkness into his marvelous light.” In our baptism, we were made one with Jesus to do just 

that: to carry out his witness and his example in the world.   

As Lutheran Christians, we proclaim the Good News that Christ is truly present in the bread and 

wine of communion; and the Spirit of the Risen One is joined to us in Holy Baptism.  Because 

we have been united in him, we can carry out the promise of Jesus in today’s gospel: “the Father 

who dwells in me does his works…the one who believes in me will also do the works that I do 

and, in fact, will do greater works than these….” 

Making Christ known in our words and deeds is the way we continue his mission of making 

disciples and helping in God’s plan to reconcile the world to himself. “Just as you have done it to 

the least of these,” Jesus reminded us, “you have done it to me.” So, we meet Jesus and we see 

Jesus as his eyes meet us in the eyes of others.   

In yet another sign of grace—or God’s love revealed—there is more to the story. Just as those we 

have loved continue to live through our words and our deeds (and I see in my daughters and 

granddaughter the mannerisms of my mother, whom they have never met), the One who united 

himself with us makes himself known through us. People who have never seen Jesus, have 

actually met him in us, and we have met Jesus in them.   

Each sign is a glimpse, a foretaste, of all that God in Christ has in store for us. Those chapters 

have yet to be written. But they, too, will tell quite a story.  And, through them, we will know 

Jesus.  Amen. 


